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'lncn;s-birth CanGnary
celebrated in Jaffna

The 100th birth
anniversary of M.G.
Ramachandran, who
dominated the Tamil film
world as well as Tamil
Nadu politics like a
colossus till his death in
December 1987, was
observed in the North Sri
Lankan Tamil town of
Jaffna on Tuesday (17)
with the Indian Consul
General, A.Natarajan, as
the Chief Guest.

The solemnfunction
organized at the'MGR'
statue by
Suntharalingam, an
associate of MGR'sfrom
the time the actor-
politician was shot at and
injuredbyfellow actor
and political rival M.R.
Radha in 1967.

Influenced by MGR's
concern for the welfare of
tle poorest of the poo4
Suntharalingam has been
distributing money and
clothes to the poor of
Jaffna every year to {rark
his idol's birthday
Sporting dark glasses like
MGR, Suntharalingam is
also a man of few words,
who believes in doing
rather than talking. He is
popularly known as
'EelamuMGR'orMGRof
Eelam.

Speaking on the
occasion, Indian Consul
General Natarajan
described MGR as Sri
Lanka's gift to India
because the screen and

polrtrcarloolwas fu
born in Kandy in
Central SriLanka.

Referringto MGR's
concern for the pooL
Natarajan said that this
was reflected not only on
the silver screen through
the roles he played,
but in real life too
inhislongcareer .,,.ffi
as a political leader
and a popuJar Chief
Ministerof TamilNadu.
His 'reel' and 'real' life
were the same, Natarajan
said.

The Indian diplomat
drew attention to the fact
that MGR had shown a
new way to popular film
stars by entering politics
and emerging as a
popular leader. Ronald
Reagan had become a
political party leader and
US President after MGR,
Natarajan pointed out.

In India too, many
actors became leaders
subsequent to MGR, like
N.T. Ramarao inAndhra
Pradesh. Several stars
became Members of
Parliament.

Among other Jaffna
digritaries who attended
the 100th-anniversary
function were P.

Ayngaranesan, Northern
Province Minister of
Agriculture, andM.K.
Shivaj iligam, member of
the Northern Provincial
CounciI.

(The New HindustanTimes )f


